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Right to Live For All Living Beings

In Turkey today, there is a large variety of animals we share our lives with. They live in our homes, 

streets, villages and natural environments.

Sadly, the rich species of our geography, which are considered as assets for their milk, meat 

and power instead of living beings that have life and spirit as we do, have been facing the risk of 

extinction because of the production manners of the industrial farms. 

The situation is no better in the cities; animals that are illegally brought into the country are 

improperly displayed and sold in pet shops every day. The increasing population of animals out 

on the streets caused by irresponsible pet owners has been tried to kept under control by vicious 

methods of municipalities like killing or poisoning instead of castrating; and the ones waiting in 

shelters for their new homes perish because of poor conditions. 

As the famous leader and philosopher Mahatma Gandhi said, “The greatness of a nation and 

its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated... The more helpless a 

creature, the more a man is liable to save it from the cruelty of man”

Animal rights organizations all around Turkey are united under the roof of Animal Rights Federation 

with the aim of spreading and establishing the concept of “The Right To Live” for all living beings. 

Working actively since 2006, the FEDERATION have been working both on legal and civil platforms 

for the right of all creatures to live.  
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OUR MISSION 

HAYTAP Animal Rights Federation of Turkey’s mission is to raise the public consciousness 

regarding animal rights and ecological balance according to fundamental principles and 

values of civilized societies; also to create projects and programs to set the interests and 

resources of individuals and public and private organizations in motion about animal rights.

WHAT WE DO?
We create projects about animal rights and ecological balance for different socio- 

economic profiles to raise consciousness. We organize and direct potential individuals, 

institutions and organizations about the benefits they can provide for animal rights. 
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HOW WE WORK?
We work on projects, training materials and training programs with lawyers, academics, 

veterinarians, volunteers; also raise measurable consciousness & awareness about animal 

rights and ecological balance by conceiving campaigns and communication workouts with 

animal rights supporters.

WHERE WE WORK?
Pilot regions well matched with the content of the plot and the project, poor animal 

shelters of the government, streets where we spend most of our lives and anywhere 

with need of raising consciousness like primary schools, high schools, universities,  

institutions and organizations
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The philosophy of ANIMAL RIGHTS FEDERATION 

is built on the basis of the right to live for all creatures. 

All animals with or without homes have the right to live 

as humans do. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Organization of Shelter Volunteers &  
Right To Live For Animals
ISTANBUL

Organization of Kocaeli Animal & 
Environment Friends
KOCAELI

Organization of Animal Protection of  
Aegean Region
KUSADASI

Organization of Animal 
Protection 
ESKISEHIR

Organization Of Stray Animal & 
Environmental Protection
CANAKKALE

Organization of Gaziemir 
Animal Protection and 
Conservation
IZMIR

Organization of Animal Friends
IZMIR

Organization of 
Animal & Environmental Protection 
ADANA

Organization of  Konyaaltı Friends 
ANTALYA

Organization of Animal 
Protection
GIRESUN

Organization of  A Drop of Life
BITLIS

Organization of Animal & 
Environmental Protection
DIYARBAKIR

Organization of  Animal Protection
BALIKESIR

ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE
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REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES GROUPS

Administrative Group

Education Group

Legal Group

Visual Communication & Media Group

Experimentation and Fur Facts Group

Pet Shop Facts Group

Zoo Facts Group

Show Animals Facts Group

Hunting Facts Group

Breeding Farms Facts Group

Wild Life Group

Field & Shelters Active Support Group

ADANA

ANAMUR

ANTALYA

ANKARA

BALIKESIR

BARTIN

BITLIS

BOZUYUK

BURHANIYE

BURSA

CANAKKALE

DENIZLI

DIYARBAKIR

EREGLI

ESKISEHIR

GEMLIK

GIRESUN

ISTANBUL

IZMIR

KARAMURSEL

KAYSERI

KOCAELI

KONYA

LULEBURGAZ

SAMSUN

SEYITGAZI

SINOP

SANLIURFA

ANAMUR

TOKAT

YALOVA 

ZONGULDAK

Organization of Kocaeli Animal & 
Environment Friends
KOCAELI



12

Ahmet Kemal ŞENPOLAT 

Lawyer & Chairman of the Board

Mr. Şenpolat received his B.A. degree from 

Istanbul University Faculty of Law and continued 

his education for a while in the U.S.A. After 

working as a legal adviser for international 

corporations for some time in Turkey, he 

established his own law office.  

He made the first steps for the establishment 

of the federation in 2008. He took the lead 

for establishing the first commission of animal 

rights under the roof of Istanbul Bar in Turkey. 

He is still conducting seminars for nation-wide 

organization of the federation and working on 

institutionalization. 

Serdar TACİ ZENGİN  

Vice Chairperson 

Mr. Zengin is carrying out the following roles 

actively; member of ESIAD High Consultation 

Board, Vice Chairperson of ESIAD, Chairperson 

of Private Courses Association, Chairperson of 

R&D Department of Private Courses Association 

and Chairperson of Eskisehir Organization of 

Animal Protection.

He has participated in conducting training 

researches in Asian countries. He is the author 

of the following books: “Japanese Education 

System” and “Using Our Brain”. He has also acted 

as Chairperson of Election Committee, Head of 

Eskişehir Organization and Delegate of Supreme 

Council for a leading Turkish political party.
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Yağmur Özgür GÜVEN 

Vice Chairman

Yagmur graduated from Mimar Sinan University 

Faculty of Fine Arts State Conservatory – Piano 

Dept. She worked as an instructor at Trakya 

University State Conservatory – Piano Dept. 

between 1996 and 2006. Performed concerts 

organized by Institution of Musicology at various 

cities of Turkey also received rewards at national 

contests. She is a member of ‘Institution of 

Nature’, ‘Atatürkçü Düşünce Derneği’; a founding 

member of ‘Organization of Shelter Volunteers & 

Right To Live For Animals’ and the organizations 

of the FEDERATION.

Mehmet Özgür ARCAN 

Secretary for Board of Directors

Ozgur graduated cum laude from Izmir Faculty 

of Fine Arts and accepted to Academy of 

Istanbul Practical Fine Arts as head of list. He 

has worked as an art director for long years; and 

later established his own publishing house in 

regards with his interest in cultural history, color 

and behavioral science. He published his books: 

‘Kartallar Sonsuz Topraklarda Uçuyordu’ & 

‘Wakan-Tanka’; and also have been designing the 

visuals of albums of famous singers in Turkey for 

the last 20 years. He is a member of ‘Board of 

DOHAYKO’ and the Graphic & Web Design Team 

of the FEDERATION.
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Osman SAYHAN 

Member of Board

Osman is a retired Engineer graduated from 

Middle East Technical University. He is currently 

continuing his career abroad as a Project Manager 

for one of the reputable companies in Turkey.

Has been an animal lover since 1996. After visiting 

an animal shelter in poor condition he started his 

struggle for animal rights with his wife. 1997-1999 

he was chairman of Board of DOHAYKO; still a 

member of “Organization of Shelter Volunteers 

& Right To Live for Animals” and actively working 

for the FEDERATION.

Jale GÜVEN 

Accountant of Board

Jale graduated from Istanbul University 

Department of History of Arts. She has been 

working as a reporter, text writer and editor in 

national TV channels such as Star TV, Kanal D, 

TGRT, and ATV since 1997. 

In 1994 she worked as a general secretary for 

‘Organization of Street Kids’. Since 2004 she has 

been volunteering for animal rights; between 

2006 and 2008 she acted as chairman of board 

of organization of ‘Shelter Volunteers & Right To 

Live For Animals’ which is one of the founding 

member organizations of the FEDERATION. She is 

still a member of board for organization of ‘Shelter 

Volunteers & Right To Live For Animals’ and the 

FEDERATION. 
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Sevgi EKMEKÇİLER 

Member of Board

Sevgi is a founding member and the chairman 

of Board of DOHAYKO. She struggled for closing 

down of the municipality shelter in Diyarbakır and 

subsequently pioneering the establishment of 

first Animal Rehabilitation Center in Turkey.

She is still working in cooperation with Diyarbakır 

Municipality; also a Founding Member of the 

FEDERATION, acting as coordinator for Eastern 

and Southeastern Anatolia.

Nesrin ÇITIRIK 

Coordinator of National Organization

Nesrin graduated from Florence Nightingale 

Nursing Academy of Istanbul University. She 

received her MA degree in Hospital Management 

from Hacettepe University Faculty of Health 

Sciences. She is the founding Chairperson of 

Adana ISKAD (Business Women Organization); 

and also working as the general secretary 

of DOHAYKO – founding member of the 

FEDERATION. She is a pioneer in establishing 

animal rights organizations in Turkey.
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Nature does not mean greenery and forests for 

the FEDERATION; but a combination of equaly 

important ecosystems with their unique life forms. 
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SPECIAL GROUPS
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The group is working to prevent animal abuse as test subjects and animal slaughter for 

fur and skin. It also aims to raise public awareness and controlling the ethical policy of 

companies regarding experimentation, to take the issues to legal platforms if necessary 

and also to draw up the agenda. 

EXPERIMENTATION AND FUR FACTS

Animals such as bunnies, 

cats, dogs, monkeys and many 

more that are being used as 

subjects of experiments for 

so called science are being 

blinded, infected, physically and 

neurologically disabled, and 

eventually gotten killed.
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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PET SHOP FACTS

The group is working for establishing the 

necessary control mechanisms which will 

control pet shops and pet breeding farms 

that are below standards.

Most of the young 

pets at a pet shop are 

brought from breeding 

farms. When a pet is 

purchased from a pet 

shop, not only the pet 

breeding farms are 

being supported but 

also the right for stray 

animals to have homes 

is denied.

www.petshopgercegi.com
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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HUNTING FACTS

Hunting Facts Group works for activating the related 

official control mechanisms and pushes for legal 

sanctions to be carried out.

Hunting is not a sports 

branch. It does not 

conform to the definition, 

rules, values and aim of 

sporting. The only aim is 

killing and the rules are 

made unilaterally. That’s 

why it is not fair.
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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ZOO FACTS GROUP

Show Animals Facts Group works for the rights of 

animals which are abused and violently treated for 

show purposes in circuses and/or streets. As an alternative to a 

lifetime of anguish for 

the animals that are 

liable to “entertain” us, 

“Animal-Free” circuses 

are available.

SHOW ANIMALS’  FACTS GROUP

Zoo Facts Group works for freedom or improving life standards 

of the animals which have been forcefully removed from their 

natural environments and put in cages.
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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BREEDING FARM FACTS

In today’s breeding farms and production facilities, animals produced for human 

nutrition suffer, fall sick and are usually tortured. 

FEDERATION urges for improving standards in the production farms for meat, 

milk, egg, chicken, fish, etc., and also works for raising public awareness as well as 

constituting missing legal regulations and enforcing those that are in effect.

If you believe your diet 

is important, please 

think once again 

about your dietary 

preferences.
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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WILD LIFE  GROUP

FEDERATION believes in education and struggle for preservation of ecological balance and 

species in these systems; supports all activities regarding conservation of major natural 

areas of species and cultures; encourages the activities of restoration and development of 

these areas if negatively affected by human presence. 

Man oriented 

perspective and 

profit-based 

mentalies are the 

biggest threats 

for the unity of 

ecosystem and 

biodiversity. 
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SPECIALTY GROUPS
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FIELD & SHELTERS ACTIVE SUPPORT GROUP

All animals with or without homes have the right to live as humans do and their lives 

should be supported by human beings. FEDERATION not only struggles for returning the 

rights of animals abused in the streets, pack animals and domestic animals suffering in 

the shelters, but also tries to work out a quick solution in cases of emergency. 

In our country 

stray cats and 

dogs are exposed 

most to violence 

and abuse.
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As per the philosophy of ANIMAL RIGHTS 

FEDERATION; human beings are not the masters of 

the world; but one species with an equal right to live 

with all the other species in the world. 
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Creating Awareness and Raising Consciousness

FEDERATION organizes social commitment 

campaigns which aim to raise consciousness and 

create awareness of public about animal rights, 

also participates in various organizations such 

as festivals with booths to provide information, 

arranges seminars for students at primary & 

high schools and universities, and attends panel 

discussions and conferences related with its field. 

HAYTAP’S ACTIVITIES

Legal Struggle

FEFEDERATION defends animals who cannot 

express themselves and defend their rights to be 

accepted as ethical and legal subjects as human 

beings, believes in this long term goal of animals 

to be able to go to court and be included in the 

legal platform and aims to prepare the public for 

this. To that end, goes to courts, writes letters of 

application, attends formal meetings and works 

for the necessary legal regulations. 
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Educational Activities 

FEDERATION prepares creative educational 

materials, organizes theater shows and various 

activities for primary school children, and 

supports raising consciousness of youth about 

animal rights by attending seminars and panel 

discussions at high schools and universities.

Field Works 

Services which are carried out by Field & Shelters 

Active Support Group of the FEDERATION include 

supplying the urgent needs of shelters, providing 

medical treatment & rehabilitation services for 

stray animals abused and exposed to violence. 

Also medical services are provided for the animals 

suffering from traffic terror especially on the 

highways, through the animal transfer ambulance 

belonging to BGD, a member of the FEDERATION.
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HAYTAP ON THE NEWS



37



38

HAYTAP ON THE NEWS
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The philosophy of ANIMAL RIGHTS 

FEDERATION is based on ‘Animal Rights’ instead 

of ‘Love for Animals’. FEDERATION works for 

animal rights to be considered by law and public 

conscience. 




